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Date of Birth: January 8", 1969

Italian Medical council: n° 54356 since January 1994

Specialist Register- Neurology since October 27, 1997

Marital status: married, James H. Lynch, Jr. Two daughters : Stella Fabiola Lynch and Lavinia
Weeks Lynch

Graduation from Medical School: July 27, 1993 from the University of Rome Tor Vergata,
Magna cum summa laude

Dissertation: Huntington’s Chorea: Morphological and functional changes in the thalamus
Graduation from School of Specialty: University of Tor Vergata Department of Neurology
(October 27", 1997) under the mentorship of Professor G. Sancesario- Chairman Professor G.
Bernardi Magna cum summa laude

Postdoctoral fellowships:

- Summer Rotation in the Neuropathology Department, Mass General Hospital, 1992, with Dr T.
Hedley-White

- Virtanen Institute, Kuopio, Finland under the mentorship of Prof. Jari Koistinaho . 1996

- Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, University of Tennessee, Memphis, Tn, under the
mentorship of Prof. Anton Reiner. 1996-1999

Special Interest (clinical): Movement disorders



Special Interest (research): Basal ganglia, Huntington’s disease

Training and experiences

-During the last year of Neurology residency, Dr Fusco worked in the Electroencephalograpy
laboratory of the Neurology Department of University of Rome Tor Vergata- Sant’Eugenio
Hospital. In the laboratory, she learned the basic histological and immunohistochemical techniques

and a surgical model of ischemia in gerbils.

-In 1996 Dr Fusco spent three months at Virtanen Institute where she learned several models of

experimental ischemia in rats, such as middle cerebral artery occlusion and four vessels occlusion.

-After graduation from the School of Specialty, Dr Fusco spent two years in the laboratory of Dr.
Anton ] Reiner at UT Memphis, dealing primarily with experimental neuroscience to acquire the
knowledge necessary to set up and maintain a research laboratory, writing grants and scientific

articles.

Languages:
Italian mother language
English: excellent, written and spoken

French: excellent, written and spoken



Present employment:

1999-present

ot

o Head of the Day Hospital of Rehabilitation Department “F”, and

o Principal Investigator of the Neuroanatomy laboratory

o Professor of Neuroanatomy at the School of Physical Therapy of the University of Rome

Tor Vergata

Santa Lucia Foundation Hospital for Neurological Rehabilitation and Research

Dr. Fusco’s job at the Santa Lucia Foundation is partly dedicated to patients care, partly to the
neuroscience research, and partly to teaching.

The neuroscience work takes place in the Neuroscience center of the Hospital Santa Lucia, which
has expanded into the new European Brain Research Institute (EBRI) of Rome. In the neuroscience
center, Dr. Fusco is the principal investigator of the Neuroanatomy laboratory, which focuses on
the molecular mechanisms of cell death in Huntington’s disease, using rodent models and highly
specialized microscopy techniques such as the triple laser confocal microscopy. Preclinical studies
on the effects of pharmacological compounds of models of HD take place in the Neuroanatomy lab.
The clinical work takes place in the day hospital rehabilitation department F, which is specialized

in the care of patients with stroke.

The department has an outstanding record of clinical research studies on post-stroke patients. Dr
Fusco has participated in several clinical trials that took place in the neurorchabilitation department,
both interventional and observational, where her role was to clinically monitor the enrolled
patients.

In particular, she took part in the DESTRO observational study for post-stroke depression, which
was a multicenter observational study that took place in 53 center with a total of 1064 patients for 9

months after stroke. Her role was the clinical assessment of the patients.



Currently, she is taking part in a European multicenter interventional study (18 centers) on

piracetam in post-stroke patients — no sponsoring company- and her role is clinical assessment.

The outpatient clinical practice, which is also held at the Hospital Santa Lucia, deals with general
neurology, with a particular interest in the movement disorders such as Parkinson’s disease and
Huntington’s disease.

Moreover, four hours per week of Dr Fusco’s schedule are dedicated to teaching Neuroanatomy at
the school of Physiotherapy of the University of Rome Tor Vergata. Lessons also take place at the

hospital Santa Lucia.

Recent achievements:
e Dr. Fusco has been appointed (November 15, 2013) as a Major of the Italian Army where
she serves as a health functional specialist
o Dr. Fusco has been appointed (January 8, 2014) as Associate Professor of Pathology
(Professore di seconda fascia in Anatomia Patologica) by the Italian Department of

Research and University (Ministero dell’Istruzione, Universita e Ricerca)

Scientific Societies:

1996- present: Society for Neuroscience

2000- present: Socicta Italiana di Neurologia (Italian Society of Neurology)

2009- present: Societa Italiana di Neuropatologia e Neurobiologia Clinica (Italian Society of

Neuropathology)- council member since 2010

History of Funding:

Extramural:



Since 1999 has been successful in being awarded yearly grants from the Italian Department of
Health, which have been supporting her research. The grants have been for the amount of 75000 to
120000 Euros every year. The current grant is called Ricerca Finalizzata 2014

Dr Fuseo’s lab has been funded by a major pharmaceutical company for a project involving
pharmacological properties of a phosphodiesterase inhibitor on a mouse model of Huntington’s
disease. (After the promising results of the study, the compound is currently in phase 3 clinical
trial.). Currently, Dr. Fusco’s lab is collaborating with another major pharmaceutical company for
studies on solid tumors on mice.

Intramural:

Additional support for research comes from Santa Lucia Foundation for an amount of 75000 a year

Journal articles

Aside from the scientific publications in the area of basic research, Dr Fusco has
participated in several clinical trials mainly focusing on post-stroke patients, and, to a
lesser extent, on multiple sclerosis.
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